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CLASS NOTES

Class Notes
1970s

Philip Schefke (CSH ’83)
was sworn in as treasurer
of the Chicago Dental
Society. He maintains a
private dental practice in
Orland Park, Ill.
Anthony J. Chereso (BUS
’85) was appointed chief
financial officer of the
Inland Real Estate Group,
headquartered in Oak
Brook, Ill.

John Mazzeffi (MBA ’75)
celebrated more than 10
years as a consultant
with the Executive
Service Corps of
Chicago.

1980s
Haydee Ortiz Olinger
(BUS ’80, JD ’83) was
elected to serve as chair
of the board of TransAct
Technologies Incorporated.
She is a senior advisor
with consulting firm
BarkerGilmore LLC and
joined DePaul’s Board of
Trustees in 2021.

Denise Maiolo (LAS ’85) was
appointed director of the
human resources department for the government of
Will County, Ill.
Steven D. Pearson (JD ’85)
was elected co-managing
partner at Chicago law
firm Freeborn & Peters.
He is also a partner in the
firm’s litigation practice
group and co-leader of its
insurance brokerage team.
Joseph L. Fogel (JD ’86),
former co-managing
partner at Chicago law
firm Freeborn & Peters,
was elected to the firm’s
executive committee. He is
also a partner in the firm’s
litigation practice group.
Aurora Abella Austriaco
(BUS ’87, JD ’90), a
partner at women-owned
Chicago law firm Valentine,
Austriaco and Bueschel,
was appointed as a judge on
the Illinois Court of Claims.
Mary Ellen Trevino (COE
’87) retired after 34 years
of service as a Chicago
Public Schools teacher.

Keith A. Hebeisen (JD
’83), a partner at
Chicago-based Clifford
Law Offices, received
the Leonard M. Ring
Lifetime Achievement
Award at the 49th
annual convention of
the Illinois Trial Lawyers
Association.

Dan Coughlin (MBA
’89) was appointed to
serve as chairman of the
board of Alerus Financial
Corporation, a chain of
financial institutions
headquartered in Grand
Forks, N.D.

COLLEGE AND SCHOOL
abbreviation key

at Manning Gross &
Massenburg LLP in its
Chicago office. Kripper,
who primarily works on
catastrophic loss and
long-tail liability matters,
previously worked at
Chicago-based law firm
Segal McCambridge
Singer & Mahoney Ltd. for
32 years.
Brian Rogal (LAS ’90)
joined the Chicago Tribune
as senior real estate
reporter.
Kenneth T. Lumb (JD
’91), managing partner at
Chicago-based personal
injury law firm Corboy &
Demetrio, was recognized
in the National Law
Journal’s 2022 edition of
Trailblazers: Plaintiffs’
Lawyers.
Linda Szyper (MBA
’91) was appointed to
the board of Harmony
Biosciences Holdings Inc.
She previously served
as global chief operating
officer of McCann Health,
headquartered in Chicago,
and now works as an
independent life sciences
consultant.
Michael Burns (JD ’92)
was promoted to associate
dean for diversity, equity,
inclusion and engagement
at the Northwestern
University Pritzker School
of Law in Chicago.
Anthony Colucci (BUS
’92, MBA ’98) joined
Enerpac Tool Group Corp.,
a global industrial tools
and services company, as
executive vice president
and chief financial officer.

1990s

James Robinson (BUS
’92) was appointed to the
board of Applied Genetics
Technology Corp. He is
president and CEO of
Urovant Sciences Ltd. in
Irvine, Calif.

Timothy Kripper (JD ’90)
was named a partner

Michael Schodrof (BUS
’92) joined UBS Private

Christopher Gold (LAS ’95)
was hired as Dallas market
president at BNY Mellon
Wealth Administration.

» BUS Driehaus
College of Business
» CDM Jarvis College
of Computing and
Digital Media
» CMN College of
Communication
» COE College of
Education
» CSH College of
Science and Health
» JD College of Law
» LAS College of
Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences
» SCPS School of
Continuing and
Professional Studies
» SOM School of Music
» TTS The Theatre
School

James G. Lundy (JD ’96,
MBA ’96) joined Foley &
Lardner LLP’s Chicago
office as a partner in its
litigation department and
securities enforcement and
litigation practice group.

Share Your News
with the DePaul
Community!

Wealth Management as
a financial advisor at its
Chicago office. Previously,
Schodrof spent two
decades in institutional
equity sales, advising professional money managers,
insurance companies and
hedge funds.
Kaveh Safavi (JD ’94),
senior managing director of
Accenture Health, has been
elected to the board of
directors of Easterseals.

Blake Culver (LAS ’97,
JD ’02) was hired as an
attorney at Gardi, Haught,
Fischer & Bhosale, a
Schaumburg, Ill.-based
law firm.
Erik Bender (LAS ’99)
joined investment firm
Passaic Partners in
Newark, N.J., as partner
and head of investor
relations.
Joan Rockey (BUS MS
’99, MST ’16), CFO of The
Mather Group LLC, has
been elected treasurer of
the board of directors of
Easterseals.
Lee Schor (MBA ’99) was
named chief revenue
officer at VIPRE Security
Group, a global cybersecurity, privacy and data
protection company within
Ziff Davis Inc.

2000s
David Becker (JD ’00)
joined Dickinson Wright as
an attorney in the law firm’s
Chicago office.
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Melissa Bradford-Klug
(MBA ’00) was appointed
chief operating officer
at Akari Therapeutics, a
late-stage biotechnology
company focused on
developing advanced
therapies for autoimmune
and inflammatory diseases.

Spotlight

Kathleen Colgan (MEd
’00) is now assistant
superintendent for human
resources for Des Plaines
Community School District
62 in Illinois.
Dennis Gilhooley Jr.
(MEd ’00) was appointed
chief operating officer
at Adroit North America,
an enterprise resource
planning, supply chain and
food safety consulting firm.
Damian Jones (LAS MA
’00) became head of
school at The Center for
Early Education in West
Hollywood, Calif. Jones
was previously head of
school at Edmund Burke
School in Washington,
D.C., and assistant head
of school at Francis Parker
School in Chicago.

N
Arun Maiya (CDM ’00)
was presented with the
Goodpaster Award for
Excellence in Research
by the Institute for
Defense Analyses
(IDA), based in
Alexandria, Va. Maiya is
a research staff member
in the Information
Technology and
Systems Division at IDA,
a nonprofit corporation
that provides research
and development
related to U.S. security
and science policy.
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icole Robinson (BUS ’92,
MBA ’00), CEO of YWCA
Metropolitan Chicago, has a
deep respect for the enduring
impact of the 145-year-old
organization she’s led since
January 2022.
“The YWCA has been at
the forefront of addressing
our city’s and region’s most
challenging problems
including poverty, inadequate
child care, racial inequity,
violence and mental health
challenges,” says Robinson,
who previously worked in
executive roles at the Greater
Chicago Food Depository.
“We do this by building
community resilience to heal
from trauma, unleashing
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youth and family potential,
and creating the economic
equity needed for communities to thrive,” she says.
YWCA Metropolitan Chicago
offers a range of services such
as early childhood and youth
programs, employment training
and placement in high-demand
careers, entrepreneurship
programs, and programs that
support mental and physical
well-being. The programs
reach deep into the community,
promoting change and growth.
For example, the organization was selected as the lead
community outreach partner
for the Chicago Resilient
Communities Pilot, the city
of Chicago’s cash-assistance

program that provides $500 a
month for a year to selected
low-income households.
Home ownership is a
leading way to build wealth,
Robinson says, so the YWCA
Metropolitan Chicago
works with the Illinois Small
Business Development
Centers to offer homeownership counseling and
entrepreneurship education
on topics such as how to
start a child care business.
“Embedded in our programs and advocacy efforts
is the fundamental belief that
racial equity, belonging and
gender equity is essential to
ensuring that women and their
families have the resources
they need to reach their full
potential,” she says.
Robinson’s education at
DePaul, where she earned a
bachelor’s degree in finance
and an MBA with a focus on
entrepreneurship, bolstered
her ability to serve communities, she says.
“I started out in liberal arts,
but it was transitioning to
DePaul’s great business school
that made such a difference
for me. It sparked my curiosity
on how to do well while doing
well for others,” she says.
“I formed strong relationships and tremendous bonds
at DePaul, which made me feel
included and feel that DePaul
was a place where I belonged,”
Robinson says. “DePaul offers
community. I want YWCA
members with many different
goals to have that feeling of
community that I’ve felt.”
— Eric Butterman
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Rachel Bossard (JD ’01), a
partner at Burke, Warren,
MacKay & Serritella, was
elected a shareholder of
the Chicago-based law
firm. She chairs the firm’s
labor and employment law
practice group.
Daniel Farris (BUS ’01,
CDM MS ’02) joined global
law firm Norton Rose
Fulbright as a founding
partner of its Chicago
office. Farris focuses his
practice on technology,
privacy and compliance
issues, including data
center operations,
fiber-optic networking,
cloud computing,
information governance,
emerging technologies,
and privacy and data
security.
Timothy M. Holic (MBA ’01)
was hired by Green Courte
Partners, a Chicago-based
private equity real estate
investment firm, as chief
financial officer of Green
Courte Residential
Holdings, which oversees
Green Courte’s senior
housing and land-lease
community operating
companies.
Amanda Martin (JD ’01)
joined Chicago-based
Disparti Law Group as a trial
attorney and supervisor of
litigation.
Cheryl Pattelli (MBA ’01) is
now CFO for Weld County,
Colo. She is responsible
for the overall financial
management processes for
the county.

Jill M. Jene (MBA ’02) was
appointed to the board
of directors at Lipocine,
a Salt Lake City-based
biopharmaceutical company
focused on neuroendocrine
and metabolic disorders.
Jene is the founder and
principal of Jene Advisors, a
biopharmaceutical advisory
firm.

grandparenting expert
Jerry Witkovsky.

Gregory Pike (MBA ’02)
was named executive
vice president and chief
credit officer at Old Second
National Bank in Aurora, Ill.

Kim Ferraro (SCPS ’04)
was hired as senior
staff attorney at the
Conservation Law Center
in Bloomington, Ind. She
formerly served as senior
attorney at the Hoosier
Environmental Council.

Belen Tokarski (MBA
’02) was promoted to
president of Mylo, a Kansas
City-based digital insurance
broker.
Lenae Williams Fergerson
(CMN ’02), an All-America
honorable mention at
DePaul who played in the
WNBA and for 12 years in
Europe, has been hired by
Fenwick High School in Oak
Park, Ill., as the second
head girls basketball coach
in program history.
Ennedy Rivera (JD ’03)
was appointed a member of
the Commission on Equity
and Inclusion by Illinois
Gov. J.B. Pritzker. Rivera
previously served as chief
legal counsel at the Office
of the City Clerk for the
City of Chicago, deputy
general counsel at Central
Management Services and
general counsel for the
Office of the Lieutenant
Governor.

Jason Wick (SOM ’01)
was promoted to director
of product development
at MakeMusic, a Boulder,
Colo.-based provider of
music technology and
applications for composing,
arranging, teaching,
learning and playing.
Michael D. Adams (JD ’02)
was named a partner at
national law firm Hinshaw
& Culbertson, where
he represents the law
firm’s personal injury and
property damage area in its
Chicago office.

Nicole White (MBA ’03) was
appointed chief information
officer at Odyssey Logistics
& Technology Corporation,
a global provider of logistics
and technology solutions.

Amy R. Jonker (JD ’04)
joined Ferguson Schindler
Law Firm, a litigation
boutique law firm with
offices in Aspen and Basalt,
Colo.
Dan Kotowski (LAS MA ’04)
and his wife, Anne, launched
The Kotowski Detection
Device Fund in support of
The Danny Did Foundation.
The initiative enables
seizure-alerting devices
for children with epilepsy.
Kotowski previously served
many years on the board of
directors for the foundation,
which works to prevent
deaths caused by seizures.
Stella Pappas (LAS
’04) joined TruAmerica
Multifamily as senior
managing director and head
of investor relations.
Robert Perrelli (BUS ’04,
MBA ’06) was appointed
vice president of partnership development at Alliant
Credit Union.
Michael Petrella (CMN
’04) produced the film
“Our Father,” a true crime
documentary about a
fertility clinician, which was
released on Netflix in May.

Deanna Shoss (SCPS ’03)
published her first book,
“Where Two Worlds
Meet: A Guide to
Connecting with Your
Teenage Grandchildren,”
co-authored with

Marvet Sweis (CSH
’04) was appointed by
Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker
to serve as a member of
the state’s Commission
on Discrimination and
Hate Crimes. Sweis is the
founder of MSD Injury
Lawyers, where she

works as an attorney on
cases pertaining to medical
malpractice.
Douglass J. Adair (MBA
’05) was named chairman
of the board of directors
of Exchange Bank & Trust,
headquartered in Atchison,
Kan.
Jaime Bochantin (CMN
’05, MA ’06) is now vice
president of consulting
services for the Credit Union
Executives Society, based in
Madison, Wis.
Michael Chachula (SCPS
’05) was hired as chief
information officer at FAT
Brands, a global franchising
company that owns 17
restaurant brands and
markets and develops
dining concepts.
Mica Cole (TTS ’05) was
named executive director of
TimeLine Theatre Company
in Chicago. Cole previously
served for eight seasons
as the repertory producer
at Oregon Shakespeare
Festival and in Chicago as
executive director of Free
Street Theater and director
of education and engagement at Writers Theatre.
Art Doering (MBA ’05)
joined the equipment
finance team at Pinnacle
Financial Partners, based in
Nashville, Tenn.
Elizabeth Lally (JD ’05)
joined Spencer Fane as a
partner in its bankruptcy,
restructuring and creditors’
rights practice group. She
works in the firm’s Omaha,
Neb., office.

Akeem Ogunsegun (LAS
’05) was hired as the
director of accounting
and pod leader for
Propeller Industries, a
financial management
firm that supports
venture-stage startups.

Derek Bonifer (MBA ’06)
joined Baird Trust,
headquartered in
Louisville, Ky., as senior
vice president and
portfolio manager.

Sam Boye Jr. (MBA ’06)
joined Ardmore Roderick,
one of Illinois’ largest
minority-owned infrastructure engineering firms, as
vice president of buildings
and facilities.

Tim McClinton (SCPS ’05)
was named chief executive
officer of Meazure Learning,
a provider of online test
development and delivery
solutions for higher-education and professional
testing organizations.

Eric Delli Bovi (SCPS MA
’06) was named executive
director at the George
M. Pullman Educational
Foundation, which supports
outstanding high school
seniors from Cook County,
Ill., with merit- and needbased college scholarships.

Suzanne Nance (SOM ’05),
president and CEO of All
Classical Public Media in
Portland, Ore., was honored
by Portland Business
Journal as one of its 2022
Women of Influence.

Jacey Duprie (CMN ’06),
founder of the fashion blog
Damsel in Dior, authored
the book “Liking Myself
Back: An Influencer’s
Journey From Self-Doubt to
Self-Acceptance.”
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Stan E. Jacot Jr. (BUS
’06), president and chief
executive officer of Arcadia
Biosciences, a Davis,
Calif.-based developer of
agricultural biotechnology
products, was appointed to
serve as a Class III director
of the company.

vice president of human
resources at Logistics
Property Company, a
Chicago-based industrial
real estate company
focused on the acquisition,
development and management of properties
nationwide.

Andrea Marin (MBA ’06)
is now CFO of Logicalis
US, headquartered in
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

Jared Manes (JD ’07)
joined Covington & Burling
LLP as partner and co-chair
of the firm’s Nordic Initiative
and as a member of the
mergers and acquisitions
and private equity practice
groups. He is based in the
firm’s New York office.

Neil Patel (JD ’06) opened
the Law Offices of Neil
Patel in Joliet, Ill. He is an
experienced litigator and
defense attorney.
Terrinieka Powell (CSH
MA ’06) was appointed
Bloomberg Associate
Professor of American
Health in the areas of equity
and adolescent health at
Johns Hopkins University’s
Bloomberg School of Public
Health. Powell also serves as
vice chair of inclusion, diversity, anti-racism and equity
in the school’s Department
of Population, Family and
Reproductive Health and
directs the C. Sylvia and
Eddie C. Brown Community
Health Scholarship Program.
Jasmina Radjevic Dolce
(CMN ’06) has joined the
marketing team at Bailey
Nurseries as trade communications strategist.

Barbara Young (MEd ’06)
was named a regional
winner in the Specialized
Education Services’
Teacher of the Year
program at Chicago’s
Safe Achieve Academy, a
transitional school for
students who have
experienced behavioral
difficulties adapting to a
traditional school
environment.

Stacy Beattie (LAS MS
’07) is now chief operating
officer of Los Angelesbased Lido Advisors LLC.
Prashant V. Bhavaraju
(CDM MS ’07) was
promoted to head of
digital engineering and
digital studio practices
at Trianz, a global digital
transformation technology
and services firm.
Cecilia Huelva (BUS
’07) was named senior

In Memoriam
Lord, we commend to you the
souls of our dearly departed. In
your mercy and love, grant them
eternal peace.
Alumni
Patricia Lyng (BUS ’49) Eugene
J. Becker (JD ’52) John J.
Kinsella (MBA ’52) Shauneille
Ryder (TTS ’52) Annette Butryn
(SOM ’53) Lois J. Stratemeier
(LAS ’53) E. Ronald Dreas (LAW
’55) Susan R. Galbreath (CSH
’55) The Hon. Mel R. Jiganti
(JD ’56) William Schyman Jr.
(LAS ’57) Earl F. Nicholas (LAS
’58) John P. Volkman (BUS ’58)
Morton Jaffe (JD ’59) John
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Hetal Patel (MBA ’07)
was named vice president
of marketing at Baylor
Genetics, a Houston-based
provider of genetic testing
and clinically relevant
solutions.
Julianne Sitch (COE
’07) was hired as head
men’s soccer coach at the
University of Chicago.
Previously, Sitch was
assistant women’s soccer
coach for the Chicago Red
Stars, who compete in the
National Women’s Soccer
League.
Matthew L. Deans (MBA
’08) was named chief
strategy officer and
executive vice president
of the Renal Division at

Kroepfl (CSH ’60) Paul M.
Levy (JD ’60) Lawrence J. Lolli
(BUS ’60) Harvey L. Coustan
(BUS ’61, MST ’79) Robert E.
Dwan (BUS ’61) Jacob A. Gall
(BUS ’61) James Nolan (LAS
’61, LAW ’66) Robert J. Osborn
(BUS ’61) The Honorable
Joel Gerber (JD ’65) Brian C.
Winterberg (BUS ’65) Frank J.
Morales (LAS ’66) Leonard J.
Ricco (BUS ’66) Paul A. O’Dell
(MEd ’71) James A. Doyle
(BUS ’72) Paul Naselli (JD
’72) Sister Helen Diane McGuirt
(MEd ’73) Thomas J. O’Sullivan
(LAS MA ’73) Remo Turano
(CSH ’74) Mary J. McNulty
Krol (CSH ’75, MBA ’82) David
B. Martin (BUS ’76, MBA ’86)
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Pentec Health, a nationwide
provider of patient-specific,
compounded, sterile
medications and complex,
in-home clinical services.
Tony DiFilippo (MBA ’08)
was promoted to vice
president of national sales
at Mspark, a Helena, Ala.based business-to-consumer marketing services
company specializing in
driving rural market brand
growth. DiFilippo first
joined Mspark in 2015 as
national account director.
Megan Flynn (SCPS ’08),
executive vice president
and client partner at
Dallas-based marketing
agency Tandem Theory,
was profiled by Authority
Magazine in its “How to
Take Your Company From
Good to Great” series.
Michael Gnesin (JD ’08)
joined Lewis Brisbois
Bisgaard & Smith as a
partner. He splits his time
between the law firm’s
Florida and Chicago offices.
Tyler Norkus (LAS ’08)
joined Dynam.AI, an
artificial intelligence
software development
firm in San Diego, as chief
revenue officer.
Curtis Price (BUS ’08) was
named athletic director at

Rick J. Pritikin (BUS ’76)
Lawrence E. Goebel (MBA ’77)
Susan Nussbaum (TTS ’78)
William C. Chapman (MBA ’79)
Wayne A. Kok (MBA ’79) Jane
A. McCullough (JD ’81)
Leonard H. Karpowich (BUS ’82,
JD ’86) Janet L. Bartels (BUS
’83) Jeanette F. Cannon (COE
MA ’83) Terrance M. Gray
(SOM ’86) Hazel J. Divinity
(SCPS ’89) David C. Kublank
Sr. (MM ’89) Annette M. Scott
(MS ’89) John K. Wallace
(MBA ’89) Amy Hoagland Kane
(JD ’91) Maureen M. Kogen
(JD ’92) Delores Eligan (BUS
’95) Harry A. Hagg Jr. (BUS
’96) Susanne M. Barloga (JD
’00) Daniel J. Garrison (JD ’01)

Chicago’s St. Rita of Cascia
High School, a Catholic
college preparatory school
for young men. Price
graduated from St. Rita
in 1988 before attending
and playing basketball at
DePaul.
Nicole Szczepanek (BUS
MST ’08) received the
Experienced Leader Award
from the Illinois CPA
Society (ICPAS) at its 2022
Women to Watch Awards
presentation at the ICPAS
Women’s Leadership
Forum. Szczepanek is a
tax partner in the manufacturing and distribution
services team at Baker Tilly
US in Chicago.
Bernessa Wilson (SCPS
’08) is now officer and vice
president of marketing,
communications and
research for Illinois Mutual.
Marcus Campbell (COE
MA ’09) was appointed
superintendent of Evanston
Township High School
(ETHS) in Evanston, Ill.
Campbell began as an ETHS
English teacher 19 years
ago and served as principal
for nine years.
David Lundstrom (MBA ’09)
joined SilkRoad Technology
as senior vice president
of engineering. SilkRoad
is a global software and

Stephanie D. Boyer (SCPS ’05)
Nathina Fields (BUS ’08) Irina
McCarthy (BUS ’09) Kevin M.
McCarthy (BUS ’11) Amanda M.
Calo (CSH ’14)
Faculty, Staff and Friends
Lana Eisenberg Peter A.
Fasseas Dr. Jacqueline Krump
Kay A. Lynch Donald V. Peck
John T. Richardson Patricia
Slowik Maryanne Terpstra
Alan Ward
Editor’s Note: Due to space limitations, this memorial list includes
only those alumni and friends who
our offices have confirmed have
passed away since the previous
issue was printed.
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services platform that helps
organizations attract, retain
and align people to their
business. Lundstrom was
previously senior vice president of engineering at Echo
Global Logistics, a provider
of technology-enabled
transportation services.
Boris Yovchev (CDM
MS ’09) was appointed
chief product officer at
Corestream as part of its
plan to expand its footprint
in human resources
technology.

2010s
Alexander Clemons
(JD ’10) was appointed
managing director in

the intellectual property disputes, financial
damages and related
expert testimony practice at
Ocean Tomo, an intellectual
property merchant bank
headquartered in Chicago.

Hayes Award for Advising
and Mentoring.

support the company’s
expansion plans.

Tony A. Ovalle (BUS ’10)
was named sales manager
at Ambassador Chicago, a
JDV by Hyatt Hotel.

Brian Easley (LAS ’10)
published his first book,
“The Bracken Road,”
a collection of poems,
observations and lyrics that
includes comments on his
military experiences.

Jason G. Shore (JD ’10),
a divorce, family and
immigration lawyer, joined
Stern Perkoski Mendez
as partner in its Oakbrook
Terrace, Ill., office.

Alyssa Levy (JD ’11) joined
Fisher Phillips, a national
labor and employment
law firm representing
employers, as an associate
in its Denver office.

Robert Gutierrez (CSH
MA ’10, PhD ’16) was promoted to clinical associate
professor of psychology at
Arrupe College of Loyola
University Chicago. He was
also the recipient of the
university’s annual Alice B.

Jorge Diaz (MBA ’11)
was hired as chief human
resource officer at Katapult,
a lease-to-own platform
that integrates with major
e-commerce platforms to
power online shopping.
Diaz builds and executes
the talent strategies to

John A. Mikulich (MBA ’11)
was named chief financial
officer at The Fresh Factory,
a Carol Stream, Ill.-based
platform for fresh,
clean-label, plant-based
food and beverage brands.
Benjamin D. Rotman (JD
’11) joined Greensfelder,
Hemker & Gale, P.C. in the
law firm’s Chicago office as
counsel in the intellectual
property practice group.

Fatima Jaafar Al Sairafi (MBA
’12) was inducted by His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa by royal decree into
his cabinet as tourism minister
of Bahrain. Al Sairafi is also
the deputy chief executive
officer of the Bahrain Tourism
and Exhibitions Authority.
Previously, she was director
of strategic planning and
director of communication
and media relations at the
National Communication
Centre and also headed the
government communication
department at the Ministry of
Information Affairs.
Eric Dobradin (JD ’12) was
hired as an attorney at Gardi,
Haught, Fischer & Bhosale,
a Schaumburg, Ill.-based
law firm.

Spotlight

R

oy Coleman (CSH MS ’74), a former
chair and judge of the Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) student science fair,
believes that science skills often begin
from practical experience, rather than
from computer simulations.
For decades, Coleman was involved
with the CPS science fairs, judging his last
science fair in 2021. He continues to be on

the CPS science fair board of directors.
“I believe that many kids have lost
the ability to build things on their own,”
says Coleman, who credits his aptitude
for physics partly to his childhood spent
working on his grandfather’s dark blue ’51
Plymouth. “Many people who learned to
use their hands like I did will agree that it
can make you better in science.”
As a physics teacher at Morgan Park
High School from 1965 to 2006, Coleman
championed an experiential approach to
learning. That hands-on approach led
him to build bridges — literally — between
students and science.
Coleman is the founder of the Chicago
Regional Bridge Building Contest, which
takes place annually at the Illinois
Institute of Technology, as well as the
international arm of the contest.
The bridge-building competition gives
students the chance to learn from their
successes as well as their failures. “It
gives students the opportunity to actually
build something and test it,” he says.
Coleman — who taught Eric Landahl
(CSH MS ’96), associate professor of
physics at DePaul, and astronaut Mae

Jemison, the first Black woman astronaut —
found his own helpful instruction at
DePaul, where he received his master’s in
physics in 1974.
“I remember good, inventive
instructors with interactive labs and
experiments to inspire,” says Coleman,
who won the Presidential Award for
Excellence in Science Teaching presented
by Ronald Reagan in 1988. “It made me
feel right at home and that I was at the
right place at DePaul.”
To ignite that spark in others, Coleman
and his wife, Dianna Uchida, also a longtime science educator and science fair
organizer, have established an endowed
scholarship for physics majors in DePaul’s
College of Science and Health. They also
support the Fund for Physics, which aids
hands-on learning experiences at DePaul.
Coleman has fond memories of
setting students’ imaginations aglow as a
teacher. “It was always about the students
and that moment where you show them
something surprising that gives them a
jaw-dropping moment,” he says. “That’s
when you have them hooked. That’s the
fun.” — Eric Butterman

FA L L 2 0 2 2

D E PA U L M AG A Z I N E

35

CLASS NOTES

Sidney Fox (CDM MS ’19)
was named vice president
of data analysis and design
at Marsh, a Chicago-based
global leader in insurance
brokering and risk
management.

the men’s basketball team
at North Park University
in Chicago. McGee was
formerly head coach at
Lincoln College in Lincoln,
Ill., and a four-time BIG
EAST All-Academic Team
recipient during his playing
career on DePaul’s men’s
basketball team.

Laurie Hamen (JD ’12)
was named CEO of Jean
Stoffer Design, a home
interior design company
based in southwest
Michigan. Hamen
previously served as
interim president of the
College of Saint Benedict
in Saint Joseph, Minn.

Marquis Hill (MM ’12) was
profiled in an article in
DownBeat magazine, which
reviewed the trumpeter’s
latest album, “New Gospel
Revisited.” Hill, who won
the Thelonious Monk
International Trumpet
Competition in 2014, also
teaches at the Berklee
College of Music.
Megan Mayer (CDM MS
’12) was named director of
cybersecurity services at
Entara, a security-focused
extended service provider.
Ian Frank (TTS MFA ’13)
became managing director
of Commonwealth Theatre
Center, a performing arts
education organization in
Louisville, Ky., that produces
professional performances
and offers a youth conservatory, classes, camps and
outreach programs. Frank
was previously associate
artistic director of Remy
Bumppo Theatre Company
in Chicago.
Vijay Pendakur (COE PhD
’13) joined VMware, a Palo
Alto, Calif.-based provider of
multicloud services for apps,
as its global head of diversity,
equity and inclusion.
Edwind McGhee (CMN
’14, MA ’16) was named
associate head coach of
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James R. Wilke (BUS MS
’14), a multidisciplinary
artist, was named
artist in residence at the
International Museum of
Surgical Science in Chicago.
His exhibition, “Pox
Americana: How Smallpox
Once Plagued America and
the World,” was on view in
July and August.
Jose R. Pizarro (MBA
’15) was promoted to vice
president of acquisitions
at Avanta Residential, a
Denver-based developer of
single-family, residential
rental properties.
Ryann Harrison (CDM
MS ’16) was promoted
to editor at Cutters, a
high-end editorial boutique
serving the broadcast
advertising industry. She
is based at the company’s
Detroit office.

Balwinder Kaur Beasley
(BUS MS ’16) earned a
doctorate in business
management from Case
Western Reserve
University’s
Weatherhead School of
Management, where she
was also a Fowler Center
scholar. She continues to
work as an accountant
for the U.S. Department
of Defense and teaches
part-time at Notre Dame
College and Ursuline
College in Cleveland.
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Richard Davey (MBA ’17)
has been promoted to
vice president of
operations at W.E. O’Neil
Construction Co., a
Chicago-based construction services leader
with operating units in
Chicago, Denver,
Colorado Springs,
Tucson, Phoenix, Los
Angeles, Orange County,
Ontario, San Diego and
Nashville.

Jessica Villagomez (CMN
’17), a former Chicago
Tribune reporter, has joined
the faculty of Northwestern
University’s Medill School
of Journalism, Media and
Integrated Marketing
Communications as a
full-time lecturer.

Matthew A. Slipchuk
(JD ’18) joined Bodman
PLC as an associate in
the law firm’s business
practice group based
in Detroit.

Sean Steves (SCPS ’18)
was promoted to senior
vice president and chief
operating officer of Solid
Waste Operations at Casella
Waste Systems, a regional
solid waste, recycling and resource management services
company in Vermont.

Teri Grossheim (MBA
’19) was presented with
the Diamond Award by
Booz Allen Hamilton
Management for her
strategic client work related
to cybersecurity.
Meghan R. Hartnett (JD
’19) joined Schaumburg,
Ill.-based Lavelle Law as an
associate.
Jason Pisarski (BUS MS
’19) joined Chicago-based
Maranon’s capital raise team
as a marketing associate.

2020s

Keira Wingate (CMN ’20)
joined Ad Age as a reporter
covering agency news.
Lizzie Baumgartner (CMN
MA ’21), a former assistant
producer in the newsroom
at WBBM 780-AM/WCFS
105.9-FM, returned to the
Audacy all-news station as
managing editor of podcasts.
She previously worked as
audio production coordinator
for Audacy’s alternative rock
and country stations.
John Hawks (CMN ’21)
now works as a reporter for
WPTZ-TV in Burlington, Vt. He
was a reporter and producer
for “Good Day DePaul” during
his time at the university.
Tom Nguyen (LAS MS ’21)
is now vice president of
corporate development for
Easterseals, headquartered
in Chicago.

Gwen Bialas (SCPS ’20)
was promoted to president
of brands Carter-Hoffmann,
Doyon and Nu-Vu at
Middleby, a global provider
of commercial kitchen
products. Bialas joined
Middleby in 2021 as a
general manager.
Landon Campbell (CMN
’20) is head of events and
a member of the executive
team of Inside.com, an
online business-content
creator based in San
Francisco.
George Dowd (JD ’20) is
a contributing author of
the Illinois Institute for
Continuing Legal Education
publication “Digital Assets,
Cryptocurrencies, and
Blockchain 2022 Edition.”
Emma Durgin (TTS ’20) is
now director of marketing
and community engagement
with Chicago’s Shattered
Globe Theatre.
Kate A. Jarrett (JD ’20)
joined McDonald Hopkins
LLC in Detroit as an
associate in the litigation
department, adding her
experience to the firm’s
national data privacy
and cybersecurity
practice group.

Morgan Turner (LAS ’21)
signed with Sport Clube
União Torreense in
Portugal’s top professional women’s soccer league.
Turner ranks fourth
all-time for career goals
at DePaul University.

James Valentine (DBA
’21) was named director
of the Applied Investment
Management program at
Marquette University’s
College of Business
Administration. Valentine is
also the author of the book
“Best Practices for Equity
Research Analysts.”
Theodora Koulouvaris
(LAS ’22) joined WCIA-TV
Channel 3, a CBS affiliate
in Champaign, Ill., as a
reporter covering the state
capital in Springfield.

